
Biography 1:
Alexander Gray, a pump boy aged 10 years old. reported in 1842 Royal Commision into working conditions, said: "I pump out the water in the under bottom of the pit to keep the men’s room (coal face) dry. I am obliged to pump fast or the water would cover me. I had to run away a few weeks ago as the water came up so fast that I could not pump at all. The water frequently covers my legs. I have been two years at the pump. I am paid 10d (old pence) a day(about 20 cents a day). No holiday but the Sabbath (Sunday). I go down at three, sometimes five in the morning, and come up at six or seven at night.  I walk home and take care of my younger brother until he goes to bed.  I cook, fed, bathe and put him to bed.  Most days I am not in bed until nine or ten at night.  Then, I wake up at two in the morning to get ready for work and start it all over again.

Biography 2:

Mary Ann works in the fields in a rural area harvesting crops year round.  She worked from sun up to sun down bending over in the fields picking strawberries, peas, beans, etc.  Anytime she saw a weed, she had to pick it.  During the summer, she would play games with her friend Evelyn on the way home and was sometimes allowed to stay out for as long as one hour, sometimes two if her mother forgot to call her in.  Because Mary was the only daughter, she was responsible for taking care of the animals on their farm, from collecting chicken eggs, to catching pigs, to feeding the cows, this usually took three hours everyday.  She also had to help her mother cook, clean and take care of her father and brothers.  By the time she finished all her chores and go into bed, she would get about 7 hours of sleep.
Biography 3:

Jimmy is a chimney sweeper, he has been since age 4, because he had soft bones, which allowed him to crawl through tiny chimney flues.  Jimmy usually worked 12 hours, six days a week. His job was to:  “scrape the soot from the sides of the flue, [the boys also had to] replace the mortar which had become dislodged and repair cracks in the brickwork. Oven chimneys were particularly unpleasant as deposits of congealed fat and soot made it difficult to get any firm grip. Constant lacerations were a permanent part of life. For some a relatively quick death by asphyxiation or by smoke inhalation may have been preferable to the long-term sufferings which were an occupational habit and which might have included asthma, inflammation of the eyes, burned limbs, malformed spines and legs and tuberculosis. Most horrifyingly, these young children often developed cancer of the scrotum.”  Often times when he got him, he was responsible to help his younger sister with dinner and cleaning the house because his mother was very sick.  Most nights he was in bed by 10, but was up again at 6 a.m. to help with chores around the house before he had to go to work.

